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Issue 18:  Early 2020 
★ A Crappy Problem: Sewer Overflows
★ Gaston Steam Plant, Explained 
★ Coosa River Toll Bridge 
★ 2019 Financials 
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• TRAFFIC & EMERGENCY SERVICES:
• If Tim James Inc. traffic numbers are correct, the Volunteer Fire 

Department and EMTs in the area will have to accommodate an 
increase of 4800 vehicles (100% increase), with over 500 trucks daily. 

• His traffic projections are unsubstantiated and we haven’t seen any of his 
economic development figures. According to the Wall Street Journal, 
"the Foley Beach Express toll bridge [Tim James built] did not generate 
the traffic levels that were initially anticipated." 

• The traffic study holds many unanswered questions about what the toll 
will really cost the community.

• LITTER:
• With increased traffic across the main channel of the Coosa River at 

Lay Lake, there will be a direct increase in litter in the area. 
• PCBs:

• Lay Lake is listed as impaired by the Alabama Department of 
Environmental Management on the most recent 303(d) list for PCBs.

• PCBs are legacy pollutants that don’t readily break down in the 
environment and accumulate in sediment.

• The construction of this bridge will ultimately stir up the sediment of the 
river bottom, which might stir up any PCBs that might be present.

• QUALITY OF LIFE:
• The proposed bridge impacts Lay Lake and our members who live in 

the area who moved to the lake specifically for the peace & quiet. 
• Noise and pollution from 18-wheelers will impact residents.

Coosa River Tol l  Bridge: a f ight for the lake
Coosa Riverkeeper has been fighting a proposed privately developed toll 
bridge over Lay Lake at Perkins Landing. We’ve attended and spoken at 
multiple commission meetings in both counties as well as working with 
grassroots organizers to fight this unnecessary bridge that will negatively 
impact Lay Lake and local residents.

OUR POSITION:

• SEDIMENTATION & LONGEVITY OF THE LAKE:
• During the construction process, developers remove vegetation and 

grade the sides of the river banks to install the bridge. That removal of 
vegetation will uncover bare soil that can enter the lake.

• Further, the pilings for the bridge will also cause increased sediment 
that will increase the turbidity levels in the water. 

• No such commitment or documents have been shared with us or the 
public on environmental considerations. 

• WASTEFUL, INEFFICIENT PROJECT:
• Tim James developed the Foley Beach Express, and it eventually had to 

be sold to an owner who had to file for bankruptcy because Tim James’ 
projected traffic numbers were incorrect. Orange Beach was stuck 
helping to refinance the bridge. The City of Foley and the Federal 
Highway Administration paid for sections of the Express. 

• Tim James made big promises for economic development and then left 
the local community with the bill. Shelby County will be left to clean up 
the mess created by Tim James Inc.

Concerned citizens speaking to 
Coosa Riverkeeper staff at Shelby 

County Involvement Meeting. Photo by C.Hoffman

map courtesy of TJI, Inc.



Sanitary Sewer Overflows (SSOs) carry all of that nasty stuff that gets 
flushed down the toilet, plus pathogens such as E. coli that adversely effect 
human health. Sewer overflows can occur at any location where sewage 
infrastructure is present and can occur at anytime. 

This sewage water can spill into your neighborhood and can either be 
absorbed into the ground or flow directly into your local 
waterbody.  Unfortunately, SSOs are a common occurrence all across the 
United States due to a general lack of funding toward waste water 
infrastructure (and infrastructure in general). 

The term Sanitary Sewer Overflow (SSO) invokes an “ew!” 
reaction, but SSOs are more of a problem than just being gross. 

SSOs can occur for a variety of reasons: blocked or broken sewer lines 
from grease, rags, or debris; infiltration/inflow of excessive stormwater into 
sewer lines during heavy rainfall; malfunction of pumping station lifts, or 
electrical power failure. 

These reasons explain 
why an occasional 
event occurs, but don’t 
explain the frequency 
and regularity of 
SSOs. 

The explanation that 
facilities that have to 
process more waste in 
greater population 
centers is not a good 
enough of an excuse 
for repeated and 
regular occurrence of 
SSOs. 

A Crappy  Prob lem: San i t a r y  Sewer  Over f low
We believe that people have the right to know 

where sewage is leaking in their community. 

Our interactive map includes all of the SSO events in the year of 
2019 in the Coosa River basin and includes the volume that 

occurred with each incident. 

The data for this map is directly from the Alabama Department of Environmental Management’s website. 

What to Do When You See an SSO Occurring.... 
• You should avoid contact with the wastewater!
• File a complaint with ADEM about the SSO. 
• Take pictures and video and report it to us along with your 

complaint number from ADEM. 
• Sign up for ADEM’s SSO notifications. 

Read more about sewage, visit CoosaRiver.org/Blog!

https://www.coosariver.org/sanitary-sewer-overflows-a-really-crappy-problem/
http://app.adem.alabama.gov/complaints/submission.aspx
http://www.coosariver.org/report-pollution
https://e2.adem.alabama.gov/NPDES/Pages/Main/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fnpdes%2fDefault.aspx
http://CoosaRiver.org/Blog
https://www.coosariver.org/sanitary-sewer-overflows-a-really-crappy-problem/
http://app.adem.alabama.gov/complaints/submission.aspx
http://www.coosariver.org/report-pollution
https://e2.adem.alabama.gov/NPDES/Pages/Main/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fnpdes%2fDefault.aspx
http://CoosaRiver.org/Blog


In January, the Alabama Department 
of Environmental Management, 
hosted a hearing in Columbiana for 
the E.C. Gaston Steam Plant’s 
National Pollution Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) Permit. 

Our Staff was joined by members, 
other Waterkeepers around Alabama 
to voice their concerns about this 
permit. While this hearing focused on 
the NPDES permit for the Gaston 
Steam Plant, the issues raised at this 
plant apply to other plants across 
Alabama.

What is a National Pollution Discharge Elimination System permit?
The NPDES permit specifically regulates the amount of wastewater 
discharge from the plant including: stormwater, coal ash pond, gypsum pond, 
cooling towers discharge and what toxins they can discharge and in what 
amount. 

How often are these permits renewed? 
They are supposed to be renewed every five years to ensure that facilities 
are operating with the best available technologies and scientific standards. 
This plant is operating under scientific standards from 2007. 

What are Coosa Riverkeeper’s biggest concerns? 
- Lack of discharge limitations and monitoring requirements for the 

majority of the wastewater streams at the facility on effluents like cadmium, 
lead, and nitrogen that discharge directly into Lay Lake on the Coosa River. 

- There is a persistent lack of enforcement by ADEM. The current permit 
was set to expire in 2012 after being issued in 2007, but was administratively 
continued. This plant has been operating under an antiquated permit.

- Alabama Power’s recent fine from ADEM did not include the blatant 
violations of the NPDES permit based on Alabama Power’s self-reported 
groundwater monitoring data on their coal ash and gypsum ponds. 
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Our membership is the 
heartbeat of our 

organization. They help 
us stand up for the river 

in board rooms, 
courtrooms, classrooms, 
and allow us to patrol by 
air, truck, boat, or plane!

Visit CoosaRiver.org to see our full financial disclosures! 
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EXPENSE
Our programs continue 

to grow with investments
from people like you!

We use your donations 
to collect meaningful 

data that improves water 
quality and protects 
public health in the 

Coosa Valley of Alabama. 

Staff Riverkeeper sharing comments at 
Gaston NPDES Public Hearing in January
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